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BRITISH  WEST  INDIES. 

BAHAMAS. 

By  Vice  Consul  Eric  V.  Solomon,  Nassau. 

Although  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  the  general 
trade  of  the  Bahamas  showed  a  considerable  decrease,  nevertheless  a 
much  larger  falling  oS  was  anticipated  on  account  of  the  European 
War. 

From  August  to  October,  1914,  the  prices  of  sponges,  sisal  (Baha- 
mas hemp),  and  in  fact  all  of  the  colony's  exports,  were  so  low  that 
business  practically  came  to  a  standstill.  Owing  to  the  uncertain 
conditions  generally,  and  the  apparent  lack  of  demand  for  sponges, 
the  sponging  fleet  was  not  fitted  out  for  the  winter  trip,  which,  as  a 
rule,  proves  the  best  and  most  lucrative  of  the  whole  year,  and  con- 
sequently numerous  vessels  and  probably  more  than  2,CM)0  men  and 
boys  were  thrown  out  of  regular  employment. 

The  shipment  of  sisal  from  the  Bahamas  to  the  United  States  for 
the  quarter  ended  September  30, 1914,  decreased  by  $58,000  compared 
with  the  corresponding  quarter  the  preceding  year,  the  actual  figures 
according  to  the  records  in  this  office  being,  September,  1914,  quar- 
ter, $61,005,  and  September,  1913,  quarter,  $119,005. 

Public  Improvements  Postponed — Conditions  Later  Improved. 

With  business  in  such  a  precarious  condition  merchants  naturally 
reduce  their  imports  to  a  minimum,  and  as  the  principal  source  of 
revenue  is  derived  from  the  import  tariff  this  meant  a  considerable 
falling  off  in  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Bahamian  Govern- 
ment and  necessitated  economy  and  reduction  of  expenditures  in  all 
directions.  New  public  works,  except  those  absolutely  necessary  for 
sanitation,  etc.,  were  immediately  stopped,  and  several  important 
schemes  that  were  under  contemplation  were  postponed  indefinitely. 
Fortunately  these  islands  have  escaped  hurricanes  and  other  catas- 
trophes which  have  so  frequently  in  the  past  proved  obstacles  to 
progress  and  general  improvement,  and  owing  to  unusually  favor- 
able seasons  field  crops  have  been  the  best  produced  for  many  years, 
especially  the  output  of  tomatoes. 

Toward  the  end  1914  the  prices  of  the  two  principal  exports, 
sponge  and  sisal,  advanced,  the  demand  for  both  articles  having 
evidently  increased,  and  therefore  the  colony  found  itself  in  a  much 
better  financial  position  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  March  31,  1915, 
than  it  had  hoped,  considering  the  abnormal  trade  conditions  of  the 
iWorlcl  at  large  and  the  unsettled  state  of  the  money  market.  From 
present  indications  the  current  year  is  expected  to  be  a  better  one 
commercially  than  its  predecessor. 
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Foreign  Trade  of  Bahamas — Trade  with  TTnited  States. 

The  total  imports  into  the  Bahamas  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March 
31,  1915,  amounted  to  $1,792,781,  as  compared  with  $1,968,418  in  the 
previous  year,  and  for  the  same  periods  the  exports  were  valued  at 
$1,090,189  and  $1,287,567,  respectively.  By  far  the  greater  portion  of 
business  transacted  in  these  islands  is  with  the  United  States,  and 
Avhile  there  has  been  a  decline  in  trade  generally  the  proportion  of 
decrease  with  the  United  States  has  been  less  than  with  other  coun- 
tries. Out  of  $2,882,970,  which  represents  the  entire  trade  for  a  year, 
$1,844,306  was  with  the  United  States,  as  follows:  Imports  from 
United  States,  $1,302,245 ;  exports  to  United  States,  $542,061. 

Conditions  generally  seem  favorable  for  increasing  the  American 
trade  with  the  islands,  as  imports  from  Europe  are  both  slow  and  ex- 
pensive, and"  although  at  present  considerable  purchases  are  made 
through  New  York  commission  merchants,  it  seems  that  direct  repre- 
sentatives on  the  spot  would  have  an  excellent  opportunity  of  secur- 
ing orders  for  goods  that  heretofore  have  been  supplied  by  European 
countries. 

Official  statistics  show  a  falling  off  of  $77,594  in  the  trade  with  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  imports  from  that 
source  were  valued  at  $376,253,  compared  with  $444,501  for  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  valued  at 
$174,739,  against  $184,085  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1914. 
The  decrease  in  trade  will  undoubtedly  continue  and  most  likely 
grow  larger  so  long  as  the  war  lasts,  as  high  cost  prices,  excessive 
freight  rates  (an  increase  of  more  than  25  per  cent),  war  insurance, 
and  other  charges,  in  addition  to  slow  delivery  and  in  some  instances 
lack  of  supply,  make  imports  from  Europe  undesirable.  Therefore 
the  present  is  a  favorable  opportunity  for  the  introduction  and  sale 
of  certain  American  manufactures  in  this  market. 

Trade  by  Countries,    ............ 

The  follow^ing  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  from  and  the 
exports  to  the  principal  countries  trading  with  the  Bahamas  during 
the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1914  and  1915: 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 


1913-14  1914-15 


Exports  to. 


1913-14         1914-15 


United  States 

United  Kingdom.. 

Germany 

Canada 

Cuba 

France 

Netherlands 

All  other  countries 

Total.....'... 


31,407,686 

444,501 

7,170 

33,057 

14,839 

3,843 

21,448 

35,874 


,302,245 

376,253 

4,092 

28, 497 

9,648 


19,055 
52, 991 


S607,252 
184,085 
186,309 
9,080 
98,233 
108, 700 
89,378 
4,530 


$542,061 

174,739 

101,887 

8,302 

112,725 

85, 795 

60,489 

4,191 


1,968,418 


1,792,781 


1,287,567 


1,090,189 


Imports  from  Principal  Countries  Shipping  to  the  Bahamas. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  from  the  United 
States,  United  Kingdom,  Canada,  British  West  Indies,  the  Nether- 
lands, Cuba,  and  Germany  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31, 
1914,  and  1915,  follows: 
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Articles. 


1913-14 


FROM  UNITED  STATES. 


Ale,  porter,  and  stout 

Apples 

Beans  and  peas 

Bicycles 

Biscuits,  common 

Books  and  pamphlets 

Boxes,  empty 

B  utter 

Cans  and  tins,  empty 

Cement 

Cheese 

Chicken  and  dairy  feed 

Coal 

Coflee: 

Raw 

Prepared 

Com 

Corn  meal,  corn  flour,  and 

hominy 

Cotton,    linen,    and    woolen 

goods 

Crate  ends,  laths,  etc 

Electrical  appliances 

Engines,   gas,    electric,    and 

steam 

Earthenware,  glassware,  etc. 

Fertilizers 

Fish ,  dried  and  salted 

Flour,  rye  and  wheat 

Gasoline 

Hay... : 

Ice 


1914-15 


Lard 

Lumber 

Machinery 

Machines,  sewjng 

Meats: 

Cured,  dried,  and  salted . 

Poultry  and  game,  fresh. 

Motion-picture  films 

Motor  cars 

Musical  instruments 

Nails  of  iron 

Oil: 

Colza , 

Kerosene , 

Linseed  and  other 

Oleomargarin 

Paper  bags,  boxes,  etc 

Potatoes  and  onions 

Preserved  fish,  meat,  fruit, etc. 

Rice 

Rope,  canvas,  etc 

Shingles,  cypress 

Soap,  common  washing 

Sugar: 

White 

Other  than  white 

Tinware,  hardware,  etc 

Tobacco: 

Unmanufactured 

Manufactured 

Wine 


f5,362 
1,389 
4,985 
2,141 
3,828 
2,205 
1,565 
15, 838 
10,936 


6,452 
14,829 
11,589 

8,385 
3,525 
5,979 

82, 842 

160,300 
3,585 
7,468 


160,198 

5,205 

2,287 

208, 002 

8,346 

7,273 

2,400 

51,096 

25,141 

34,585 

3,072 

72,965 
21,399 
2, 156 
7,800 
5,238 
4,090 

2,190 

21,4.58 

2, 864 

7,585 

7,819 

9,013 

107,379 

5,390 

40, 725 

15,930 

6,380 

23,375 

1,439 

119,028 

15,375 
10, 746 
4,478 


$3,716 

1,.531 

2,263 

2,067 

34,258 

3,863 

3,052 

14,116 

20,326 

1,701 

7,019 

22,477 

13, 614 

6,253 
3,882 
6,429 

91,329 

146,174 
4,068 
6,072 

6,663 

113,388 

5,828 

3, 267 

213, 026 

11,140 

4,001 

2, 105 

44, 135 

40.506 

14,533 

2,326 

63,311 
19, 5.8.5 
4,927 
3,877 
3,765 
3,960 


20, 

1, 

107, 


Articles 


FROM  UNITED  KINGDOM 


Ale ,  porter,  and  stout 

Cigarettes 

Cotton,    linen,    and    woolen 
goods 

Earthenware, glassware,  etc. . 

Ellectrical  appliances 

Hardware ,  tinware ,  etc 

Metal  roofing,  siding,  etc 

Musical  instruments 

Oil: 

Colza , 

Linseed,  etc , 

Preserved  fish,  fruit,  meat,  etc. 

Printed  matter 

Rice 

Rope  and  canvas 

Rum 

Soap,  common  washing 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Whisky 

Wine 


1913-14 


1914-15 


FROM  CANAD.V. 


Butter 

Chicken  and  dairy  feed 

Flour 

Hay 

Motor  cars 

ilusical  instruments 

Rope,  canvas,  etc 

Wine 

Earthenware,  glassware,  etc. . 

FROM  BRITISH  WEST  INDIES. 

Coffee 

Rum 

Su^ar 

FROM  THE  NETHERLAND.S. 

Butter 

Gin 

Rice 

FROM  CUBA. 

Plants,  bulbs,  roots,  and  seeds. 

Tropical  fruit,  fresh 

Cotton,    linen,    and    woolen 
goods 

FROM  GERMANY. 

Rice 

Wine 

Preserved  flsh,  fruit,  meat,  etc. 


$8,477 
7,317 

168,271 

17,06» 

1,394 

33,809 

640 

975 

2,273 
2,278 

61,648 
3,467 

48, 601 
1,443 
1,121 

10,306 

32,823 
4,773 
1,213 
8,326 

13,443 


2,717 
12, 808 
8,780 
1,101 
1,628 
112 


500 
805 


5,258 
14,619 
5,521 


2,073 
12,803 
3,984 


4,.'')21 

8,077 


1,297 


3,952 

696 

1,780 


$7,887 
6,253 

171,973 

25,530 

375 

26, 170 

415 

488 

1,370 

2,965 

39,474 

2,834 

39, 702 

220 

668 

4,053 

18, 701 

2,761 

863 

7,116 

7,721 


1,497 
9,756 
6,565 

843 
1,853 

712 
4,116 

412 
1,204 


4,282 
6,526 
19,097 


2,766 
11,579 
34,146 


5,904 
2,000 


200 


2,  .361 
790 
263 


Exports  from  the  Bahamas. 

According  to  the  official  records  of  the  colonial  government,  the 
quantity  and  value  of  the  leading  exports  from  the  Bahama  Islands 
to  all  countries  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  follow^ : 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bahamas  hemp   and   waste 
(sisal).,. lbs 

5, 605, 143 

67,606 
49,865 

$227,729 

5,102 
1,770 

$195 

Fish  dried       

939 

Bark: 

Cascarilla     and     siftings 

lbs.. 

Other,  and  siftings  .do 

Grape  fruit number. . 

Guavas,  preserved cases. . 

Hides  and  skins number. . 

Honey galls . . 

690,699 

60 

5,592 

874 

9,043 
293 

1,883 
450 
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Artides. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Lumber 

Metal,  old 

...feet.. 

...lbs.. 

6,202,990 
52,529 

$112,726 

3.634 

849 

230 

36. 756 

4.658 

9.073 

1.254 

6.717 

24,898 

766 
94,907 

Sponges— Continued 

I.'ardhead 

Reef 

Velvet 

Wool 

YeUow 

Sponge  refuse  and  c 

Wood.'.'.'.'.".'.'.".'.'.'.'.'.'. 

....lbs.. 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 
lippings 

lbs.. 

...tons.. 

39, 106 
36,971 
307,331 
115,606 
43,438 

454, 159 
250 

$23,009 
32,257 

Peppers 

Pineapples,  preserved 

Tomatoes 

Tomatoes 

Salt 

Shells 

-bush., 
.cases. . 
.liush.. 
crates., 
.bush.. 

182 

33,070 

7,503 

18,036 

25.481 

267, 124 
150,417 
20,873 

21,419 
3,326 

Shell,  tortoise 

Sponges: 

Glove 

Grass •. 

...lbs., 
.do.... 

2,113 
388,813 

Sponges  were  the  principal  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  during 
last  year,  the  principal  grades  being  wool  sponge,  $59,536;  velvet 
sponge,  $45,033 ;  grass  sponge,  $18,073 ;  and  hardhead  sponge,  $12,165. 
The  other  export  item  of  importance  to  the  United  Kingdom  was 
tortoise  shell  valued  at  $12,928. 

The  principal  grades  of  sponges  shipped  to  France  were  as  fol- 
lows: Velvet,  $14,219;  wool,  $27,789;  and  grass,  $10,268.  To  the 
Netherlands,  velvet  sponge,  $36,136;  wool  sponge,  $9,648;  and  grass 
sponge,  $8,833. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  calendar  year  1914, 
according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Nassau, 
were  valued  at  $564,827,  compared  with  $628,923  for  1913.  The  arti- 
cles and  their  value  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Bark  and  wood... 

Canned  goods 

Cotton,  i 

Crockery 

Fruit,  citrus 

Hats 

Hides  and  skins. . 
^Household  effects. 
Old  metal.... 


S4,139 

44,067 


;16i  787 
"2,"  793 
'"3,'68i 


15, 115 

52, 157 

250 

164 

14,249 

112 

1,991 

218 

2,728 


Articles. 


Shells 

Sisal  (Bahamas  hemp). 

Sponges 

Vegetables 

Water-color  paintings.. 
AU  other  articles 


Total. 


114,365 
345,123 

187, 871 
5,407 


3,288 


628, 923 


1914 


$2,898 
242, 013 
224, 955 

16,689 
1,288 


564, 827 


There  w^ere  no  exports  to  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii,  or  the  Philipj)ine 
Islands. 

The  returned  American  goods  invoiced  during  1914  were  valued  at 
$35,043  and  consisted  principally  of  a  circus  outfit,  moving-picture 
films,  and  photographic  material. 

Sponge   Culture — Tortoise-Shell  Industry  Affected. 

In  its  annual  report  the  marine  products  board  endeavored  to 
interest  the  Government  in  the  question  of  "  sponge  culture  "  by  draw- 
ing attention  to  "  the  successful  experiments  of  Dr.  H.  F.  Moore  in 
Florida,"  and  it  is  evidently  the  intention  of  the  board  to  conduct 
experiments  along  these  lines  as  soon  as  it  is  in  a  position  to  do  so. 

As  practically  all  of  the  tortoise  shell  exported  from  the  Bahamas 
is  shipped  to  London  and  there  sold  to  continental  buyers,  the  war 
may  be  said  to  have  ended  this  industry,  for  since  August,  1914,  none 
of  this  commodity  has  been  disposed  of,  not  even  the  lots  held  by  the 
London  brokers.  AVhile  occasional  small  lots  have  been  offered  for 
sale  in  the  local  market  and  purchased  on  speculation  at  less  than  50 
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per  cent  of  the  ordinary  prices,  regular  turtle  fishing  has  not  been 
continued  in,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  compelled  closing  of  the 
turtle  fisheries  will  result  in  increasing  the  propagation  of  turtles  in 
these  waters  and  thus  materially  assist  a  long-threatened  industry. 

Increased  Shipments  of  Tomatoes. 

There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  tomato  trade,  which 
promises  to  become  important,  and  it  has  on  some  of  the  outer 
islands  filled  to  a  certain  extent  the  gap  caused  by  the  failure  of 
the  pineapple  industry.  A  new  American  buyer  entered  the  market 
and  established  at  Nassau  a  depot  for  packing,  shipping,  etc.  This 
buyer  utilized  the  Nassau-Miami  route,  which  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  shipments  from  two  to  three  times  weekly,  instead 
of  the  direct  service  to  New  York  by  the  New  York  &  Cuban  Mail 
Steamship  Co.  once  a  fortnight;  thus  large  quantities  of  tomatoes 
that  had  formerly  rotted  and  been  destroyed  between  shipments 
were  saved  to  the  growers. 

BERMUDA. 

By  Consul  Carl  R.  liOop,  Hamiltoiia 

The  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  and  Canada  supply  a  large 
percentage  of  the  total  imports  into  the  island  of  Bermuda.  The 
TJnited  States  is  far  in  the  lead,  however,  supplying  more  than  both 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Canada  combined. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  (from  $2,776,703  for  1913  to  $2,752,546 
for  1914)  in  the  total  value  of  the  imports  during  the  calendar  year 
1914,  compared  with  1913,  while  the  trade  with  the  United  States 
increased  over  $100,000. 

Canadian  and  British  Goods  That  Could  be  Replaced  by  American  Products. 

In  many  respects  Canada  is  the  most  serious  competitor  of  the 
United  States,  because  its  products  are  in  most  instances  similar  to 
those  supplied  by  the  United  States.  Canada  shipped  more  of  the 
following  articles  to  Bermuda  in  1914  than  the  United  States :  Box- 
making  material,  butter,  cheese,  preserved  fish,  flour,  hay,  and  oats, 
and  was  a  close  competitor  in  bran,  bread,  potatoes,  and  tea.  Other 
principal  items  were:  Fresh  fruit,  canned  fruit  and  meats,  jewelry, 
lumber,  and  paper. 

Goods  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom  that  might  be  exploited 
more  by  American  manufacturers  are:  Bicycles  (though  there  is  a 
decided  belief  in  Bermuda  that  the  British  is  much  superior  to  the 
American  j)roduct),  bread,  butter,  clothing,  cotton  goods,  fancy 
goods,  canned  fruits,  and  meats,  glassware,  hardware,  jewelry,  leather 
manufactures  (particularly  boots  and  shoes),  linen  goods,  malt  liquor, 
machinery,  musical  instruments,  oils  and  paints,  preserves,  silk 
goods,  soap  and  starch,  stationery,  straw  goods,  tobacco  (including 
cigarettes  and  cigars),  whisky,  and  woolen  goods. 

Imports  from  the  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  and  Canada. 

Of  the  total  value  of  the  imports  into  the  island  for  the  calendar 
year  1914  the  United  States  supplied  articles  to  the  value  of 
$1,699,791,  the  United  Kingdom  $648,091,  and  Canada,  $366,701.  The 
following  table  shows  the  principal  articles  of  import  into  Bermuda 
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from  the  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  and  Canada  during  last 
year : 


Articles. 


Barrels,  empty 

Bicycles 

Books 

Box  material 

Bran 

Bread 

Building  material.. 

Butter.... 

Cattle 

Cement 

Cheese 

Clothing 

Coal 

Coffee  and  cocoa 

Confectionery 

Corn 

Cotton  goods 

Drugs 

Earthenware 

Eggs 

Electrical  goods 

Fancy  goods 

Fertilizer 

Fish,  preserved 

Flour 

Fruit: 

Dried 

Fresh, 

Fruit   and   meats, 
canned 

Furniture 

Glassware 

Groceries 

Hardware 

Hay 

Horses 

Jewelry 

Lard 

Leather    manufac- 
tures  


United 

States. 


S<5, 434 

1,523 

4,498 

589 

17, 334 

S,  346 

14,969 

26,644 

123, 843 

8,998 

2, 131 

31,851 

40,499 

14,945 

12,269 

30,542 

62,778 

27, 452 

3,061 

13,310 

21,077 

29, 452 

31,584 

7,499 

46,018 

13, 738 
22, 547 

36, 980 

39, 307 

9,120 

44,  475 

64,228 

4,740 

8,526 

12,921 

15,169 

59, 751 


United 
Kingdom. 


5,558 
204 

1,436 
433 

32, 109 
5,976 
6,419 
9,159 

12,624 


8,949 
11,533 


Canada. 


$14,449 
2,107 

$151 
555 

13,597 

29,530 

10, 594 

112 

39, 112 

4,653 
2,244 
28, 153 
2,034 

4,652 

1,694 
79, 168 
6,888 

22, 785 
1,168 

1,533 
7,319 

78 
389 

73, 046 
8, 998 
9,271 

160 

1,197 

822 

1,070 

1,328 

23,471 
6.424 

881 

29, 603 
69,547 

2,545 
4,813 

5,047 
3,820 
229 
1,7:37 
1,757 
25, 262 
2,652 
4,477 


Articles. 


Linen  goods 

Liquor,  malt 

Lumber 

Machinery 

Meal 

Metal  manufac- 
tures  

Meats: 

Beef 

Smoked  and 

salted 

Musical  i  n  s  t  r  u- 

ments 

Oats 

Oils  and  paints 

Oleomargaria 

Paper 

Peas  and  beans 

Potatoes 

Poultry  and  meats. 

Preserves 

Rice 

Sheep 

Silk  goods 

Soap  and  starch 

Statione^-y 

Straw  goods 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Cigarettes 

Cigars 

Vegetables 

Whisky 

Wine 

Woodenware 

Woolen  goods 


United 
States. 


85, 027 
8,842 
20, 357 
13, 938 
11,217 

4,740 

125, 823 

111,102 

6,862 

24,844 

9,159 

10,171 

12,979 

10, 818 

24,211 

12,891 

1,343 

954 

13,918 

268 

13,183 

7,996 

5,675 

50,441 

9,188 

6,015 

7,772 

4,570 

7,441 

3,207 

944 

7,251 

4.945 


United 
Kingdom. 


$11,762 
51, 454 


7,937 
560 


3,976 

8,297 


4,964 


1,738 
1,616 
268 
248 
8,726 
9,110 


7,781 

8,531 

9,280 

6,297 

974 

4,477 

4,652 

15, 597 

3,042 

345 

10,161 

9,952 

477 

32, 844 


Canada. 


$10 


5,387 
49 
161 

29 

4,502 
895 

24 

52, 621 
934 


2,725 

1,406 

23,305 


160 


375 
530 


4,171 
""ilT 


1,767 

798 

78 

842 

569 


The  Export  Trade — Excess  of  Imports  Over  Exports.  , 

According  to  the  Bermudan  customs  statistics  practically  the 
whole  of  the  colony's  exports  were  shipped  to  the  United  States 
during  1914,  or  out  of  a  total  of  $519,066  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  accounted  for  $482,129. 

The  great  difference  in  the  value  of  the  import  over  the  export 
trade  is  due  to  the  expenditure  occasioned  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  military  and  naval  stations  and  to  the  money  spent  in  the  islands 
by  American  tourists.  It  is  estimated  that  American  visitors  spend 
$750,000  to  $1,125,000  annually  in  the  islands. 
Exports  Declared  for  United  States, 

Although  the  Bermudan  customs  statistics  give  the  value  of  the 
exports  to  the  United  States  as  $482,129  for  1914,  the  articles  invoiced 
at  the  American  consulate  at  Hamilton  amounted  to  $552,078,  com- 
pared with  $359,946  for  1913.  This  large  increase  was  due  to  the 
greater  shipments  of  tobacco  and  onions.  The  articles  and  their 
value  for  the  two  years  were  as  follows : 


Article!. 


Arrowroot 

Celery 

Films 

Furniture 

Household  effects. 

Hide^i 

Lily  bulbs 

Old  metal 

Old  iron 

Potatoes 


1913 


$18,288 

1,084 

521 

1,569 

14,841 

11,106 

165 


107, 798 


$109 

7,569 


1,392 
14,817 
9,728 
1,148 
7,299 
134,634 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

$26, 705 

$103, 188 

535 

1,874 
26,203 
89,002 

787 

2,042 

Tobacco  

195,448 

74,122 

All" other  articles 

47 

Total 

359, 946 
53,958 

552,078 

Charges 

55,722 

Grand  total 

413,904 

607,800 

BEITISH   WEST  INDIES BEEMUDA.  7 

The  articles  inA'oiced  at  the  American  consular  agency  at  St. 
George  for  the  United  States  during  191-1  were  valued  at  $1,353, 
made  up  principally  of  lily  bulbs,  old  brass,  potatoes,  and  carrots. 

Although  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the  exports  of  onions  to 
the  United  States,  the  competition  of  the  Texas  (Bermuda)  onion 
is  being  keenly  felt  in  Bermuda,  and  plans  are  being  discussed  as  to 
how  the  situation  may  best  be  met.  The  exports  of  celery  to  the 
United  States  decreased  by  more  than  half,  due  to  adverse  crop  con- 
ditions and  effective  competition.  Potatoes,  which  with  the  onion 
form  the  staple  product  of  the  colony,  practically  held  their  own. 
Efforts  to  preserve  the  American  market  are  receiving  the  attention 
of  the  Bermuda  Department  of  Agriculture.  Attempts  are  being 
made  to  secure  better  seed,  and  the  farmers  are  being  constantly  in- 
structed in  the  matter  of  cultivation. 

Extension  of  American  Trade — Short  Paid  Postage. 

The  market  offered  by  Bermuda  for  any  one  line  of  goods  is  hardly 
sufficient  to  warrant  any  American  manufacturer  in  establishing  a 
special  or  exclusive  agency  for  his  products.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
w^ould  be  well  for  him  to  send  a  representative  to  study  conditions  and 
to  effect  an  agency  through  any  one  of  the  media  already  in  existence. 
There  are  a  number  of  manufacturers'  agents  and  merchants  already 
established  who  are  in  positions  to  accept  additional  agencies,  and  the 
leading  retail  stores  are  always  open  to  consider  representation  of 
new  lines.  They,  in  turn,  supply  the  requirements  of  the  smaller 
stores,  whether  in  Hamilton  or  other  parts  of  the  colony.  [Lists  of 
agents,  dealers,  and  merchants  in  Bermuda  will  be  included  in  the 
Trade  Directory  for  Central  America  and  the  West  Indies,  prepared 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  which  will  be 
shortly  for  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington.] 

Transportation  facilities  are  fairly  good  between  New  York  and 
Bermuda;  better,  in  fact,  than  those  in  existence  between  Bermuda 
and  any  other  country.  American  business  methods  and  terms  are 
quite  familiar  to  the  Bermudian  merchant,  and  prices  may  even  be 
quoted  in  American  currency. 

There  is  nothing  that  provokes  a  business  man  so  much  as  to  re- 
ceive letters  and  catalogues  upon  which  he  has  to  pay  penalty  postage, 
particularly  when  the  communication  has  not  been  invited.  A  local 
representative  hardware  firm  some  time  since  especially  requested  the 
consul  not  to  send  its  name  in  response  to  any  inquiries,  for  this  very 
reason.  The  letter  rate  from  the  United  States  to  Bermuda  is  5  cents 
and  not  2  cents. 

By  Vice   Consnl  'William  H.   Allen. 

Inspection  of  Products  Before  Exporting. 

Parish  agricultural  unions  have  been  formed  in  Bermuda  for  the 
benefit  of  the  farmers  generally  and  lectures  are  delivered  in  market 
farming  by  the  new  director  of  agriculture  and  other  prominent 
men,  and  the  adoption  of  systematic  inspections  of  produce  by  Gov- 
ernment inspectors  before  shipment  has  benefited  the  farmer  to  a 
great  extent.  The  compulsory  inspection  of  potatoes  and  vegetables 
has  brought  about  an  understanding  that  only  products  up  to  stand- 
ard can  be  shipped  to  the  New  York  market.  The  stimulus  thus 
given  is  gratifying  to  all  concerned. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  COMMERCE  EEPORTS. 


Telephone  Mileage  and  Rates — Motor  Vehicles  Prohibited. 

The  local  telephone  company  has  in  operation  about  2,000  miles  of 
wires  and  800  telephones  for  business  and  residential  purposes,  with 
21  public  telephone  call  offices. 

The  rate  per  call  on  the  public  calls  is  2  cents,  but  on  the  business 
and  residential  telephones  the  calls  are  unlimited.  The  annual  rent 
of  a  business  telephone  is  $38.40  and  for  a  residential  telephone  $28.40. 

There  is  approximately  100  miles  of  excellent  roads  in  Bermuda, 
admirably  adapted  for  cycling,  driving,  and  riding.  Motor  vehicles 
are  prohibited  by  the  local  legislature. 

There  is  one  electric  company  in  operation  in  the  colony,  and  is  in 
possession  of  a  franchise  from  the  colonial  government. 

Until  the  end  of  July  of  last  year  the  arrivals  of  tourists  in  Ber- 
muda were  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  after  the 
breaking  out  of  the  European  war  arrivals  decreased  considerably. 
The  total  number  of  tourists  arriving  during  the  past  six  vears  fol- 
lows: 1909,  12,509;  1910,  15,485;  1911,  27,045;  1912,  22,9^8;  1918, 
21,595 ;  and  1914,  14,773. 

BARBADOS. 

By  Consul  Chester  W.  Martin. 

The  total  trade  of  Barbados  for  the  year  1914  amounted  to 
$10,780,134,  an  increase  of  $26,741  over  the  previous  year.  The  im- 
ports decreased  in  value  $257,857,  while  the  exports  increased 
$284,598. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Barbados 
from  each  country  during  the  calendar  years  1913  and  1914: 


Countries. 

1913 

1914 

Countries. 

1913 

1914 

Argentina 

$114,000 

$123,444 

4,526 

850, 5^ 

2,409,385 

United  States 

$l,a55,337 
1, 154, 878 

$1,684,709 
1,254,150 

Brazil 

All  other  countries 

Total 

936, 777 
2,523,580 

6,584,662 

6,326,805 

The  decrease  in  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  is  less 
than  was  expected  under  the  preferential  tariff  rates  with  the  United 
Kingdom  and  colonies.  Canada's  gain  over  the  United  States  was 
small,  considering  the  fact  that  it  has  a  preference  of  20  per  cent 
of  the  duty  on  most  competing  articles  except  flour,  which  pays  24 
cents  less  per  barrel  than  from  the  United  States.  The  fact  that  the 
United  States  has  retained  so  near  its  normal  share  of  the  trade 
shows  conclusively  that  in  spite  of  the  $340,665  paid  annually  by 
the  Canadian  Government  as  a  subsidy  to  the  Roj^al  Mail  Steam 
Packet  Co.  for  semimonthly  steamship  service  between  Canada  and 
the  West  Indies,  the  large  subsidy  paid  by  Great  Britain  and  the 
West  Indies  for  direct  service,  the  preference  of  20  per  cent  in  favor 
of  British  competing  articles,  the  United  States  is  the  natural  market 
for  many  goods  required  in  the  West  Indies. 

A  list  of  the  imports  for  1914  and  their  value  will  not  be  available 
for  some  time. 

The  Export  Trade  of  the  Island. 

Of  the  total  exports  during  1914,  valued  at  $4,453,329  compared 
with  $4,168,731   for  1913,  the  products  and  manufactures  of  the 
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colony  represented  $3,217,073  compared  with  $2,567,594,  the  remain-" 
der  being  products  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  countries.  The 
products  of  the  colony  were  exported  as  follows  during  the  past  two 
years : 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom 

Canada 

United  States 


1913 


826S,  485 

1,742,290 

336, 879 


S204,933 

2, 272, 076 

362, 462 


Countries. 


All  other  countries. 
Total 


$219,940 


2, 567, 594 


1914 


$377, 602 


3,217,073 


The  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Barbados  for 
the  United  States  during  1914  were  valued  at  $362,978,  compared 
with  $384,228  for  1913.  The  quantities  and  their  values  were  as 
follows : 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantities.      Values. 


Quantities.      Values 


Aloes pounds . 

Balata do. . . 

Codfish. drums. 

Manjak tons . 

Metals,  old do. . . 

Molasses gallons. 

Skins bales . 

Sugar pounds . 

Wine gallons . 

All  other  articles 


1,350 

3,987 

1,500 

112 


81,083 
2,015 

10, 562 
9,435 


1,953 


$1,209 


1,401,306 
99 


330,516 
22,388 


59 

11 

1,528,934 

3,044,200 
396 


6, 159 
1,833 
258,373 
19, 570 
73,048 
1,444 
1,342 


Total. 


362,978 


The  Trade  of  Dominica. 


The  imports  into  the  island  of  Dominica  during  1914  were  valued 
at  $1,001,394,  compared  with  $854,509  for  1913,  and  the  exports 
$1,156,246,  compared  with  $928,046.  The  trade  with  each  country 
was  as  follows  for  the  past  three  years : 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1912 

1913 

1914 

United  Kingdom 

$312,629 

79,236 

216,292 

168,191 

$309,451 

92,439 

237,485 

215,134 

$362,652 
120, 241 
249, 763 
268, 738 

$420,120 
21,758 
199,658 
100, 401 

$510,534 

6,837 

361,776 

48, 899 

$535,636 

9,407 

564, 022 

British  colonies  and  other  countries 

47,181 

Total 

776,348 

854,509 

1,001,394 

741,937 

928,046 

1,156,246 

There  is  included  in  the  imports  from  the  British  colonies  and 
other  countries  for  1914  whale  oil  and  whalers'  stores  valued  at 
$95,963.  The  same  items  are  included  in  the  exports  to  the  United 
States.  The  imports  from  Canada  show  a  substantial  gain  in  the 
three  years,  but  the  ratio  remains  practically  unchanged.  The 
United  Kingdom  shows  a  loss  in  ratio  of  4  per  cent  and  the  United 
States  about  3  per  cent.  The  gain  in  ratio  from  British  colonies 
and  other  countries  is  accounted  for  by  increased  values  of  whale  oil 
and  whalers'  stores  credited,  which  really  came  from  the  open  sea. 
During  seven  months  of  1913  and  the  whole  of  1914  articles  from 
British  countries  enjoyed  a  tariff  preference  of  20  per  cent  of  the 
customs  duty. 
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Exports  from  Dominica  to  United  States. 

The  exports  invoiced  at  the  consular  agency  at  Roseau,  Dominica, 
for  the  United  States  increased  in  value  from  $295,619  in  1913  to 
$420,718  in  1914.  This  increase  was  general,  covering  nearly  every 
article  of  export.  The  following  table  gives  the  quantities  and  values 
of  the  exports  for  the  United  States  during  the  past  two  years : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bay  leaves 

pounds.. 

do 

44, 700 

302 

443,652 

32,309 

16,543 
25,311 

7,698 
36,686 

$2,094 

747 

95,280 

4,287 

27,282 
5,909 

10,118 

147,389 

2,513 

116,005 

1,113 

376,084 

227,068 

35,267 

16,012 

6,877 

o 41, 821 

S6,523 
1,823 

do.... 

98, 275 

do.... 

26,470 

Lime  juice: 

Concentrated 

gallons.. 

do 

95, 476 
5,524 

pounds . . 

5,539 

barrels.. 

178, 559 

2,526 

Total             

295,619 

420, 718 

o  Including  309  cases. 
Exports  to  United  States  from  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent. 

The  exports  invoiced  at  the  consular  agency  at  St.  Lucia  for  the 
United  States  during  1914  were  valued  at  $19,541,  compared  with 
$12,849  for  1913.  Cocoa  accounted  for  $17,070  of  the  shipments  for 
1914.  Other  items  were  green  limes,  $1,491 ;  sugar,  $543 ;  and  coco- 
nuts, $332. 

The  exports  invoiced  at  the  consular  agency  at  St.  Vincent  were 
valued  at  $8,282,  compared  with  $15,803  for  1913,  and  consisted  of 
arrowroot,  cocoa,  and  spice. 

[Note. — Consul  Martin  is  now  in  tbe  United  States  on  GO  days'  leave  of  ab- 
sence and  will  be  glad  to  meet  American  business  men  wbo  may  wisb  to  con- 
sult bim  about  tbe  trade  of  Barbados.  He  may  be  addressed  in  care  of  tbe 
Department  of  State,  Wasbington,  D.  C] 

TRINIDAD.'^ 

By  Consnl  Andrew  J.  aicConnico,  Port  of  Spain. 

The  United  States  is  the  largest  purchaser  of  Trinidad  products, 
as  shown  by  the  following  total  values  of  exports  for  each  country 
during  the  calendar  year  1914:  United  Kingdom  and  possessions, 
$3,032,402;  Canada,  $1,683,971;  United  States,  $5,367,773;  Venezuela, 
$189,564;  France,  $2,255,818;  Germany,  $410,007;  and  other  coun- 
tries, $1,185,825. 

The  United  States  bought  38  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of  the 
colony.    [A  list  of  the  articles  and  their  value  invoiced  at  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  at  Port  of  Spain  and  the  agency  at  Brighton  was  pub- 
lished in  Supplement  to  Commerce  Reports  No.  22a,  Apr.  1,  1915.] 
Quantity  of  Principal  Exports  to  "United  States — Sugar  and  Cocoa. 

The  quantity  of  some  of  the  principal  exports  to  the  United  States 
during  1914  and  their  ratio  to  the  total  exports  follows :  61,583  tons 

°A  preliminary  report  on  the  trade  of  the  colony  was  published  as  Supplement  to 
Commerce  Repokts  No.  22a,  Apr.  1.  The  present  report  gives  further  statistics  on  the 
commerce  of  the  colony. 
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of  asphalt,  or  44.5  per  cent:  38,102,370  pounds  of  cocoa,  or  52.9  per 
cent ;  13,186,960  coconuts,  or  83.4  per  cent ;  8,647  gallons  of  bitters,  or 
34.2  per  cent;  and  5,211,613  gallons  of  petroleum,  or  41.3  per  cent. 

The  colony's  sugar  crop  for  last  year  was  the  largest  for  the 
previous  10  years,  being  estimated  at  58,000  tons,  of  which  48,088 
tons  were  exported.  Canada  took  10,515  tons  and  the  United  King- 
dom 21,532  tons.  The  output  of  by-products — molasses  and  rum — ■ 
were  the  largest  for  years,  279,875  gallons  of  molasses,  or  66  per  cent 
of  the  quantity  exported,  being  sent  to  Canada,  and  172,949  gallons 
of  rum,  or  98.3  per  cent  of  the  total,  being  exported  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Cocoa  constituted  the  principal  item  of  export,  the  quantity  ship- 
ped being  valued  at  $7,143,680.  The  crop  was  the  largest  on  record, 
amounting  to  63,447,876  pounds,  or  15,331,499  pounds  in  excess  of  the 
1913  crop. 

Share  of  Each  Country  in  Import  Trade. 

i  The  United  States  sold  to  Trinidad  during  1914  articles  valued  at 
over  $4,145,000,  or  slightly  less  than  30  per  cent  of  the  total  imports 
into  the  colony.  There  was  an  increase  of  $190,852  in  the  value  of 
the   imports   from   the   United   States   into  the   colony   compared 

.with  1913. 

J  The  total  value  of  the  imports  from  each  country  during  1914 
follows:  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  $5,832,039;  Canada, 
$1,581,318;  United  States,  $4,145,522;  Venezuela,  $1,411,349;  France, 
$291,731 ;  Germany,  $174,668 ;  and  other  countries,  $567,954. 

Principal  Imports  from  United  States  and  United  Kingdom. 

i  The  following  table  shows  the  principal  articles  and  their  value 
imported  into  the  colony  for  1914,  and  the  amounts  from  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom: 


Articles. 


From 

United 

Kingdom, 


From 
United 
States. 


Total. 


Articles. 


From 

United 
Kingdom 


From 
United 
States. 


Total. 


Aerated  waters 

Animals: 

Breeding 

For  food 

Other 

Apparel 

Arms  and  ammu- 
nition  

Bags  and  sacks .... 
Bags  (trunlcs,  etc.). 
Baking  powder. . .. 

Bark 

Baskets 

Beer  and  ale 

Breadstufls,  etc.: 

Flom- 

Meal 

Corn  and  oats.. 

Rice 

Pulse 

Dholl 

Other  farina- 
ceous prepa- 
rations   

Macaroni,  etc. . 

Biscuits,  etc. . . 
Blacking,  polishes, 

etc 

Blue 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes 


$2,250 


243 
176, 019 

5,593 

34, 248 

7,639 

155 


1,278 
176, 685 

150 

97 

3,702 

153, 216 

26, 705 

9,394 


13, 967 

626 

25, 932 

11,119 

4,490 
37, 504 
111,920 


$155 

106 

748 
38, 010 
54, 757 

6,507 
8,888 
3,246 


306 
31,444 

336, 589 

25, 981 

11,421 

4,942 

4,884 


4,558 

588 

18, 803 

3,839 


8, 874 
101, 773 


$4,733 

835 
295,118 
108, 076 
267, 202 

12, 237 

184,383 

13,690 

1,137 

3,343 

1,909 

210, 612 

1,239,941 

26, 078 
194,380 
759, 569 
39,205 
72, 030 


23, 571 

2,498 

45, 504 

15, 270 

5,127 

48, 216 

234, 198 


Bricks  and  tiles 

Brooms  and  brush- 


Bullion  and  coin. . . 

Butter 

Candles 

Caoutchouc      and 

guttarpercha 

Carriages,  motor 
cars,  etc. : 

Motor  cars 

Motor  bicycles.. 

Bicycles  and 
tricycles 

Other 

Cattle  food 

Cement 

Chalk 

Cheese 

Chemicals 

Chinaware 

Clocks 

Coal  and  patent 
fuel: 

Coal 

Patent  fuel 

Cocoa: 

Prepared 

Raw 

Coffee,  raw 

Confectionery 


SIO, 142 

7,664 
164, 127 
58, 679 
14, 939 

12, 660 


17, 058 

7,129 

19, 789 

27, 876 

3, 994 

31,920 

855 

4,  20S 

30,117 

15, 775 

942 


115,220 
119,541 


$1,443 

500 

354,289 

20, 125 

3,124 

16, 669 


48, 877 
3,246 

19 

26,885 

85,429 

22, 424 

189 

21,840 

10, 439 

1,875 

1,219 


416,676 
140 


345 

'4'437' 


$11, 586 

14,001 
613, 210 
187, 289 

31, 896 

33, 427 


78, 775 
10, 376 

20, 164 

55, 608 

119,138 

103,615 

1,054 

50,009 

46,918 

27, 201 

2.541 


531,902 
119,852 

10,978 

911,094 

32, 353 

35, 191 
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Articles. 


From 

United 
Kingdom 


From 
United 

States. 


Total. 


Articles. 


From 

United 

Kingdom. 


From 

United 
States. 


Total. 


Cordage  and  twine. 

Cork 

Cotton      manufac- 
tures: 

Piece  goods... 

Gloves 

Hosiery 

Other 

Cutlery 

Electrical  apparatus 
Fish: 

PicUed 

Cold  storage 

Canned 

Flax 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Ghee 

Glass  and  glassware 

Ganja 

Grease 

Gum,  balata 

Haberdashery  and 

millinery 

Hardware 

Hats  and  bonnets.. 

Hay 

Hemp      manufac- 
tures  

Hides 

Jams  and  jellies 

Jewelry 

Jute 

Lard 

Leather: 

Undressed 

Dressed 

Leather    manufac- 
tures  

Linen  manufactures 

Machinery 

Manure,  chemical . . 

Matches 

Mats,  etc 

Meats: 

Fresh 

Canned 

Hams  and  ba- 
con  

Meats  in  brine.. 
Medicines: 

Without  spirits 

With  spirits 

Metals: 

Brass  manufac- 
tures  

Iron  and  steel 
manufactures 

Lead 

Tin 

Copper 

Milk,  condensed 

Musical    1  n  s  t  r  u  - 
ments 


$39,691 
2,016 


593,381 

9,931 

26,521 

185,647 
6,779 
3,154 

73,006 
1,778 

18, 186 
3,168 
7,177 
3,785 

19, 789 
4,971 
2,293 


$16,392 


131,827 

215, 657 

75, 466 


18,657 


10,206 

49, 780 

379 

685 

4,461 
7,537 

15,347 

10,259 

235, 102 

92,092 

5,282 

2,082 

7,377 
8,991 

20,149 
801 

35,124 
8,874 


4,942 

110,380 
1,161 
2,702 
2,133 

154, 596 

18, 453 


117,913 

145 

12, 145 

20, 528 

1,856 

22, 181 

5,326 
4 


4,576 

1,555 

10, 176 


5,234 


3,246 

106, 677 

558 

2,906 

3,965 


3,863 

636 

19 

248,642 

483 
16, 499 

499 

413 

479,273 

2,872 


145 

345 
11,309 

36,100 
292, 674 

34,928 
11,246 


1,632 

45, 037 

29 

869 

2,682 

466 

3,280 


$64,064 
2,877 


714,040 
2,643 
48, 852 

244, 482 
10,084 
25, 646 

390, 530 

1,841 

42, 772 

3,168 

39, 053 

24, 761 

49, 751 

17, 578 

7,528 

8,782 

236, 798 

346, 940 

100, 616 

8,116 

23,614 
16, 951 
16,358 
51,812 
3,159 
249,318 

27, 279 
26,370 

20,927 
11,168 
724, 985 
102,351 
24,343 
2,600 

7,965 
23,478 

57,260 
296,353 

90,926 
23,026 


10,400 

158, 173 
1,190 
3,635 
5,822 

202,914 

24,076 


Oils: 

Edible 

Petroleum . 

Gasoline 

Coconut , 

Other 

Opium 

Oilcloth 

Oleomargarin 

Paints  and  var- 
nishes  

Paper 

Perfumery , 

Pickles , 

Plants , 

Plate   and    plated 

ware 

Saddlery  and  har- 
ness  

Salt 

Seeds 

Ships,  etc 

Silk  manufactures.. 

Soap 

Spices 

Spirits 

Spirits: 

Perfumed 

Methylated 

Unenumerated. 

Starch 

Stationery 

Stones  and  slates. . , 

Sugar ,  refined 

Tea 

Tobacco: 

Unmanufac- 
tured   

Manufactured  . 

Cigars  and  ci- 
garettes   

Tonca  beans 

Toys  and  games 

Umbrellas  and  par- 
asols  

Vegetables: 

Fresh 

Canned 

Vinegar 

Watches 

Wines 

Wood  and  manu- 
factures: 

Wood  and  tim- 
ber  

Hogsheads 

Puncheons 

Manufactures, 

n.  e.  s 

Wool  manufactures. 


$15, 882 
379 
753 


28, 630 

5,268 

291 

4,675 

45, 795 
62,212 
24 
6,011 
1,365 

2,143 

8,091 
8,213 
3,858 
45,936 
19,828 
167,358 
4,213 
80,141 

3,484 

1,215 

918 

170 

24, 742 

19, 746 

7,776 

23,483 


903 
95,129 

24,533 


2,643 
9,754 

11,484 
1,064 
1,564 
2,371 

21,048 


3,163 
1,006 
4,913 

133,849 
a  96, 753 


$11,950 
220, 692 
27,896 


1,477 
3,679 

10, 769 

20,769 

1,312 

1,321 

777 


1,419 
277 
272 

1,215 

1,827 
7,440 
4,096 
2,682 

7,255 

184 

72 

140 

7,489 

1,103 

8,932 

140 


34,151 
2,133 

3,032 

'"i,'044' 


14,439 

2,041 

92 

1,317 

1,540 


334,747 
12, 208 
15,372 

103,848 
0  2,556 


$59. 726 
221,181 
28,649 
15,707 
66,003 
19, 595 
1,769 
12, 626 

62,514 

107, 135 

1,477 

8,378 

2,522 

2,561 

9,511 
14,210 

8,684 
47,292 
38,112 

182, 298 
10,935 

122,569 

20,091 
1,798 
1,297 
11,557 
33,524 
20,975 
32, 469 
31,507 


35,482 
83, 786 

41,008 
5,243 
4,694 

10,128 

141,095 
6, 454 
2,031 
5,151 

111,575 


416,504 
13,948 
23, 716 

280,417 
a  102, 823 


a  For  1913. 

Effect  of  Preferential  Tariff  on  Imports. 

The  loss  in  revenue  on  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Canada,  owing  to  the  operation  of  the  preferential  tariff,  amounted 
to  $69,911.  However,  the  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  was  $624,480 ;  from  Canada,  $335,044.  The  increase 
in  imports  from  the  United  States  for  1914  was  $190,852. 

The  collector  of  customs  in  his  report  states  that  "  wdth  the  excep- 
tion of  flour,  fish,  oats,  etc.,  the  preferential  tariff  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  the  desired  effect  of  transferring  to  any  appreciable  extent 
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the  trade  in  the  majority  of  the  preferential  articles  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Canada,  the  value  of  imports  from  other  countries 
being  48  per  cent  of  the  total  imports.  Canada  has  so  far  made  no 
progress  in  supplying  the  colony  with  the  manufactured  articles  on 
which  it  has  been  granted  a  preference,  while  the  preference  has  had 
little  or  no  effect  in  increasing  the  trade  in  these  articles  with  the 
mother  country."  He  further  states  that  "  from  the  figures  of  im- 
ports of  preferential  articles,  the  effect  of  the  preference  on  the  large 
majority  of  the  articles  has  been  disappointing,  the  trade  remaining, 
as  before,  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States." 

The  imports  from  Germany  decreased  $20,602  in  value.  The  in- 
crease of  $335,044  in  the  imports  from  Canada  was  largely  due  to 
the  preference  of  24  cents  per  barrel  on  flour,  and  has  had  the  effect 
of  transferring  the  trade  in  that  article  from  the  United  States  to 
Canada.  The  imports  of  flour  for  the  last  three  years  were  as  fol- 
lows: From  Canada,  1912,  $276,427;  1913,  $614,090;  and  1914,  $901,- 
340.  From  the  United  States,  1912,  $779,537;  1913,  $575,395;  and 
1914,  $334,261. 

Revenue  of  the  Colony — Shipping  Statistics. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  collector  of  customs  of  the  colony 
of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  for  the  year  1914,  the  gross  revenue  receipts 
of  the  customs  department  amounted  to  $2,030,255,  a  decrease  of 
$80,326  as  compared  with  1913.  The  sources  of  revenue  were  as 
follows:  Import  duties^  $1,707,352;  export  duties  (asphalt),  $180,510; 
royalty  on  asphalt,  $59,034;  warehouse  rents,  $20,743;  harbor  dues, 
$57,192;  and  miscellaneous  receipts,  $5,424. 

The  immigration  and  agricultural  funds  collected  by  the  customs 
department  amounted  to  $139,638.  These  funds  are  provided  for 
by  the  collection  of  export  duties  on  the  produce  of  the  colony,  such 
as  sugar,  molasses,  rum,  cocoa,  coconuts,  and  copra. 

Owing  to  the  cessation  of  the  shipments  of  asphalt  to  the  United 
States  and  Europe  after  the  outbreak  of  the  ^European  Avar,  the  de- 
crease in  export  duties  on  asphalt  as  compared  with  1913  amounted 
to  $98,185,  and  the  decrease  in  the  royalty  on  asphalt  was  $32,713. 

The  number  of  vessels  entered  at  and  cleared  from  the  several  ports 
of  entry  of  the  colony  for  1914  was  3,881,  with  a  tonnage  of  3,778,346. 
This  represents  a  decrease  of  221  in  the  number  of  vessels  as  com- 
pared with  1913,  but  an  increase  in  tonnage  of  41,739.  British  ships 
represented  72  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage.  American  tonnage  was 
small  and  confined  chieflv  to  sailing  vessels. 
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